AFTER   MOTHER   INDIA

spect. .... If we are to have strong vigorous
sons and daughters, we must have strong and
mature mothers.1

At the third session of the same conference Mrs
Jelal Shah, speaking on child marriage, said :

It is a system ruinous to boys and girls alike,
physically, mentally and morally, and, if allowed
to continue, will most certainly do irreparable and
still greater harm in course of time to generations
still unborn. , . . They [child-wives] are the
poor miserable wrecks who become the mothers of
a physically weak and delicate nation.2

Later in 1927, at a Bombay meeting favouring the
Sarda Child Marriage Bill, the chairman, Mrs. F. S.
Talyarkhan, a well-known Parsee social reformer,
asked:

What respect can any country command which
believes that the proper place for a girl of iz is
not the nursery but the marriage bed ? Speaking
as a woman I have no hesitation to say that child
marriage among Hindus is a reproach and a dis-
grace to our sex, no matter to what race we be- !
long ; it is a curse to the country and a sin in the
eyes of God.'3

Finally, the testimony of Mrs. Annie Besant's new
Messiah, J, Krishnamurti, is important in view of its

1 All-India Women's Conference on Educational Reform, Poona,
January 1927, pp. 16-17. Report printed by Scottish Mission In-
dustries Company, Poona. 2 Ibid., p. 29,
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